
CONFERENCE DAY ONE 
TUESDAY, 25 JUNE 2019

8:00 Registration, refreshments and networking

9:00 Chairman’s welcome and opening remarks

Countering transnational threats in West Africa 
Increasing links between cross-border narcotics and human trafficking and other forms of transnational 

organised crime and insurgency across Africa imperil not only the rule of law, economic development  
efforts, the promotion of trade and investment, but help to fuel greater instability and insecurity.

9:10 KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Establishing a national security strategy and implementation plan 
Lieutenant General Tukur Yusuf Buratai, Chief of Army Staff, Nigerian Armed Forces *(APC)

9:20 Countering violent extremism and criminal organisations from a joint perspective 
• Uncovering the breeding grounds of indoctrination
• Determining the effective soft and hard power approaches to isolate threats
• Increasing the capabilities of joint operations to eradicate insurgencies
Brigadier General NK Kporku, Director General of Joint Operations, Ghana Armed Forces

9:40 Custom-designed solutions for an enhanced border and maritime security 
• Radar systems for the surveillance of coastal and pre-frontier areas
• Affordable and easily deployable technologies coastal border surveillance
• Expanded aerial surveillance and on-water patrols solutions
Reserved for host sponsor 

10:00 CDS PANEL DISCUSSION 
International cooperation to eliminate border-crossing insurgents 
• Facilitating reliable communication channels inter and intra-state
• Coordinating joint command and control on joint operations
• Intelligence sharing and timely threat detection and reporting
Major General Sekou Touré, Chief of Defence Staff, Ivory Coast Armed Forces 
Lieutenant General Obed Akwa, Chief of Defence Staff, Ghana Armed Forces 
General Oumarou Sadou, Chief of Defence Staff, Burkina Faso Armed Forces 
Colonel Mahamadou Baraze, Chief of Army Staff, Niger Armed Forces *(APC)

10:20 Ribbon-cutting ceremony by senior official followed by exhibition tour & networking coffee break

Overcoming the threat of IEDs and landmines  
Currently 179 life-saving mine action projects are taking place in 22 countries, many of which are in  

Africa however this despicable form of violence and the innocent victims it claims require, now more 
than ever, to concentrate our efforts in clearing infested areas and educating about how  

populations can better protect themselves.

11:00 Integrating new technologies to minimise danger for human resources 
• Utilising drones to map out mine infested areas
• The odd case of training animals to locate mines
• Using large minesweeping vehicles in congested forest terrain
Major General Adekunle Shodunke, Chief of Army Standards & Evaluation, Nigerian Armed Forces

*Awaiting Protocol Confirmation
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11:20 Mine clearing technologies 
• Manual demining equipment solutions
• Remote control systems for safe mechanical demining
• Man-carried and vehicle-mounted line charges
Reserved for sponsor

11:40 Counter-Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) training and awareness 
• Build nationwide counter-improvised explosive device (IED) core capabilities
• Branch-specific tasks critical to combatant commanders to  be  developed in the formal

Army  training development process
General Mohamed Znagui, Defence and Security Expert, G5 Sahel

Enhancing C4ISR to fortify border security  
Porous borders are common in the region, resulting in cross border crimes and instability. A high level  

of porosity makes countries easily penetrable by smugglers of drugs, weapons and contrabands.  
Security is a paramount aspect at the border. It requires protective measures to combat any activity 

that can endanger lives and property, or put the integrity of a country into question.

12:00 Interpol’s future plans to limit illegal border crossing 
• The importance of surveillance into tracking and deterring insurgents
• Future procurement plans to maximise the agency’s capabilities
• Feedback from operations and best practice on facing operational challenges
Olushola Kamar Subair, Head of Interpol and Commissioner of Police, Interpol Nigeria

12:20 Networking coffee break

12:40 SPONSORED PANEL DISCUSSION  
Intelligence sharing between organisations to root out terrorist cells 
• How to turn crossing borders into a disadvantage for terrorists
• Experience sharing on guerilla war in harsh territories
• Maritime borders and how to secure sea trade routes and critical infrastructure.
Olushola Kamar Subair, Head of Interpol and Commissioner of Police, Interpol Nigeria 
Mampho Mokhele, Minister, Lesotho Ministry of Police and Public Safety 
Fortunet Alain Nouatin, Minister, Benin Ministry of Defence

13:00 SPECIAL SESSION 
Building legal capacity to counter transnational threats in West Africa: Requirements and potential 
Senior Representative, Senegal Ministry of Defence

Prison services modernisation and upgraded standards 
Across West Africa prisons need to be redesigned giving priority to their correctional character  

and making sure that sentencing criminals does not result with their return on the streets a few years  
down with even deeper established criminal networks. On the same time, to do so security levels for the 
personnel need to be fortified with the procurement of the adequate equipment necessary to enable  

them to operate in a daily dangerous environment.

13:20 Research, monitoring and evaluation of the current systems and planning for future improvements 
• Prisons as correctional facilities; reforming criminals into useful members for the society
• Procurement plans for armoured, transport and logistics vehicles to improve own capability
Francis Omane Ado, Commanding Officers, Ghana Prisons Service HQ

13:40 Chairman’s closing remarks

14:00 VIP executive lunch, networking and end of day one
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CONFERENCE DAY TWO 
WEDNESDAY, 17 APRIL 2019

8:00 Registration, refreshments and networking

8:50 Chairman’s welcome and opening remarks

SPONSORED Executive country briefings: Armoured vehicle requirements in West Africa 
The need for operations in harsh and versatile terrains has made armoured vehicles the operational 

back bone for regional security forces. Now, driven, either because of the need by to replace aging fleets  
or to upgrade capabilities to fight complex threats senior officers from across the region will discuss 

how they can better achieve their according strategic goals.

9:00 Nigeria  
Armoured vehicles have been the backbone of operations for the country’s  
Armed and Police Forces during recent years. Now, entering a new era of constant 
demand for capability upgrades Nigeria is exploring the possibility of taking  
ownership of the production of such platforms.  
Senior Representative, Nigeria Police Force

9:30 Ghana 
In order to provide protection for personnel, enhance mobility across rough  
terrains and provide a more integrated fire power for both internal and external 
security duties for peace support operations, the country is oriented towards  
the procurement of an increasing amount of armoured vehicles. 
Lieutenant General Obed Akwa, Chief of Defence Staff, Ghana Armed Forces

10:00 Ivory Coast 
As part of the implementation of the Military Programming Act, the Ministry  
of Defence has embarked on a deep reform under the strategic plan Horizon  
Côte d’Ivoire 2020. With upgraded capabilities to reflect “better knowledge  
of the defence policy” & “reinforcement of the link army-nation”, the professionalisation 
of the Defence forces aims to meet international standards. Affected by these  
changes are also the defence information and communication agencies  
(eg. SCA, SECOM-GN at BIPA). 
Major General Sekou Touré, Chief of Defence Staff, Ivory Coast Armed Forces

Staying always vigilant 

10:30 Continuous patrolling, and systems that can make it even more efficient 
• The positive effect in decreasing crime rates from street patrols
• Automated reporting for operations
• Procurement plans for new patrol vehicles
Lanre Bankole, Force Criminal Investigation and Intelligence Department, Nigerian Police

10:50 New technologies to help police fight crime and enforce law 
• Digital communication equipment
• Motorcycles and patrol vehicles for urban operations
• Body armour and contingent sustainment Items
Reserved for sponsor
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11:10 Optimised logistics for all-time availability of material resources 
• Inventory management and modernisation of supply chains
• Plans for new logistics hubs and their state-of-the-art security parameters under design
• Future requirements for the procurement of logistics vehicles and systems
Dr Olufemi Oke-Osanyintolu, Disaster Risk Adviser, Office of the Vice President, Nigeria

Cyber crime prevention: Detecting emerging risks 
West Africa is being increasingly targeted by hackers and must invest in cyber security.  

Although it is not a prime target, cyber threats have no more borders and data pirates attack 
anything that moves. The market for cyber security in Africa will expand from 1.7 billion dollars  

(1.5 billion euros) in 2017 to more than 2.5 billion in 2020 and could easily destroy confidence  
in the development of digital technology.

11:30 Integrating Cybersecurity Into National Security Architecture - African Best Practice 
• Development and regulation of cyber security frameworks
• Improving awareness of cyber crime and how insurgent groups resort to it for funding their attacks
• Identifying the cyber security operational systems for critical infrastructure
Albert Antwi-Boasiako, Chief Advisor, National Cyber Security Secretariat Ministry 
of Communications, Ghana

11:50 Networking coffee break

Executive briefing maritime patrol and security 
The Gulf of Guinea is a vast and diverse region stretching from Senegal to Angola, including approximately 
6,000km of coastline. The Gulf of Guinea is an important geo-political choke point for shipping transporting 

oil extracted in the Niger delta, as well as goods to and from central and southern Africa. Piracy,  
armed robbery at sea, illegal fishing, smuggling and trafficking, pose a major threat to maritime  
security in the Gulf of Guinea and ultimately to the economic development of the entire region.

12:20 Tackling piracy and other maritime threats in the Gulf of Guinea 
• An analysis of the current operational environment
• Procurement plans to prevent security gaps
• Working with key stakeholders from all regional nations to achieve maritime superiority
Vice Admiral Djakaridja Konaté, Commander, Ivory Coast Navy

12:40 Offshore patrol vessels for economic exclusion zone management tasks such as maritime security, 
border control, routine patrols, and anti-smuggling 
· Combat system to provide planning, tactical picture compilation, situational awareness,

decision-making, and control of weapons from intuitive consoles 
· Virtual technologies to integrate weapon, sensor, and management systems
· Rigid inflatable boats (RIBs) carrying capabilities
Reserved for sponsor

13:00 Nigeria’s Coast Guard plans for increased operational capacity 
• Fast response crafts for neutralising oil smuggling threats
• Analysing the requirements generated from operating on a complex coastal/river environment
• Fighting large-scale bunkering and tapping with regular patrols and other types of surveillance
Rear Admiral Obioma C. Medani(rt’d), Advisor to the CNS and former Chief of Operations, 
Nigerian Navy

13:20 Chairman’s closing remarks: National security threats, solutions and public private partnerships

13:30 Executive lunch for VIPS, networking, 2019 event dates announced and close of conference

The published programme is correct at time of printing. However, given the seniority of our speakers and the nature of their roles, speakers 
may subsequently substitute or remove themselves from the programme. This is always regrettable, and we will always try to replace the 

speaker with a speaker with equivalent insight. For the most up-to-date programme, please visit the event website.
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