
Conference Day One
26th November 2019

08:00 REGISTRATION AND WELCOME COFFEE 

08:45 WELCOME SPEECH AND CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS
Martyn Fish, Partner, HGF Law Ltd.

09:00 KEYNOTE: LORD NEUBERGER ON EQUIVALENTS AND OTHER ISSUES
• Equivalents in UK law after the 2017 Actavis and the 2018 Icescape cases
• Patents in the UK after 31st October 2019
• The rule of law in the UK and elsewhere in 2019
Lord Neuberger, Law Lord and former President of the Supreme Court, UK House of Lords

09:30 UPC UPDATE: THE GERMAN COMPLAINT AND BREXIT – WHERE ARE WE?
 What happens to SPC’s if/when Britain leaves EU? Also protected by the European Patent Convention? Kevin Mooney 
returns to provide an update on the preparations for Brexit that the UPC have undertaken and will also address the 
ongoing complaint from Munich. 
Kevin Mooney, Chairman of the Rules and Procedure Committee, UPC

10:00  DUAL DISCUSSION: A LOOK INTO THE CRYSTAL BALL 
• When will the German Constitutional Complaint be decided and how?
• Will the UK participate?
• Do we still need a Unified Patent Court and a Unitary Patent?
• Is there still the political will to make it happen?
Kevin Mooney, Chairman of the Rules and Procedure Committee, UPC
Dr. Matthias Zigann, Presiding Judge, Regional Court Munich

10:30 INJUNCTIONS IN GERMANY – REALLY AUTOMATIC?
 Public belief has it that German courts generally and “automatically” grant injunctions if they find a patent infringed. 
The presentation will outline the current situation and discuss possible changes to the law and court practice in view to 
industry concerns in cases involving live saving or complex products.
• Exceptions to the “automatic” grant of injunctive relief in preliminary and main proceedings
• Anti-trust and mandatory license defense in the life science community
• Preliminary enforceability
• Shortfalls of the enforcement procedure
• The injunction gap
• Possible changes to the law and court practice
Dr. Matthias Zigann, Presiding Judge, Regional Court Munich

11:00 MORNING BREAK AND NETWORKING

11:30  PATIENTS, PATENTS, AND PRICE: CAN LIFE SCIENCE INNOVATION SURVIVE THE POLITICS OF AFFORDABLE 
HEALTH?
 The incentive system in life science faces an existential challenge which could fundamentally change the way our 
businesses patent, publish, and innovate. The political pressure to lower costs of patient care and curb perceived 
abuses of the patent system have led to numerous calls to curtail patents, term extensions, and other protections – but, 
can we change the course of the discussion through positive action? This presentation will examine those challenges, 
propose steps we can take to demonstrate patient value, and invite discussion about how we can continue to deliver on 
our commitment to improving the lives of patients.
This session will:
• Provide a summary review of (proposed) legislative changes to US / EU pharmaceutical patent law
• Examine voluntary steps companies can take to demonstrate commitment to core innovation and patient value
• Encourage discussion and best practice sharing among participants
Aaron Smethurst, IP Policy Director, UCB

12:00 LEGAL RISK MITIGATION & MINIMISATION ACROSS YOUR BUSINESS
 Issues across the business are inevitable, from the inadvertent disclosure of sensitive information through to adverse event 
reporting, patient interactions, manufacturing problems or product recall. Whilst some risks can be avoided, it is often the 
inappropriate handling of situations and panic responses made by a business that can cause the greatest damage. 
 Steps can be taken as a matter of good business practice to prevent or minimise business risk and exposure. With 
twelve years in house experience supporting business teams and functions within the pharmaceutical industry, Michelle 
talks through her insights and the practical steps she deems most effective.
The session will:
• Give practical examples of risk exposure
• Cover steps that can be taken to more effectively handle issues when they arise and
• Cover steps that can be taken to better prepare teams and prevent or minimise exposure
Michelle Davies, Legal Director, HGF Law Ltd.

12:30 THE EC’S INCENTIVE REVIEW – AN ANTIBACTERIAL SME PERSPECTIVE

UPC 
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 The presentation will contain a summary of the proposed changes from the EU Review of pharmaceutical incentives 
and their possible impacts on small (and medium) size pharmaceutical companies and an example where the current 
European and US incentives are not successful (Superbugs vs new antibacterials/antibiotics) 
• The value of IP for SMEs
• SMEs and the consequences of changes on them are often forgotten by legislators
•  An overview of why the current incentives are not successful at bringing “life-saving” new antibacterials to market,

what has been tried and what is being proposed and their possible effects on IP community
Stephane Hauduc, Chemistry and IP Manager, Destiny Pharma

13:00 NETWORKING LUNCH 

14:00 PATENT DATA ANALYSIS
• What is the main usage of patent data analysis?
• How can data analysis strengthen your patents?
• What is the measurable ROI of such software?
PatSnap

14:30 PANEL: ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF IP PROTECTION
 What alternative forms of protection to patent protection exist for the pharmaceutical industry: Can gene sequences be 
protected by copyright? Developments in the drug names? Design Right in chemical structures?
• Trade secrets
• Trademarks – GSK’s Seretide inhaler
• Copyright
• Designs – claiming infringement for the copy of medicine designs
Mark Engelman QC, Barrister, Hardwicke Chambers
Martyn Fish, HGF, Partner
Dr. Guido Pontremoli, Corporate IP Patent Director, Chiesi

15:30 AFTERNOON BREAK AND NETWORKING

16:00 ANIMAL HEALTH IP: KEY LEARNINGS
 That patent practice differs between Animal Health and Human Pharma may seem obvious, but a closer look at the 
differences reveals some interesting learnings. For example, differences in regulatory requirements; infringement 
proceedings; product presentations; and even the strategy employed for patent prosecution can have implications for a 
Company’s Intellectual Property.
 The presentation will provide examples of differences from each of these categories as well as illustrate real-world 
consequences to a patent estate. This will take the form of a comparison between Animal Health and Human Pharma 
patenting, wherein the following will be discussed:
• Regulatory Pathways for Product Approval
• Differences in Patent Strategies
• Consequences for Patent Infringement Proceedings
Dr. Judy Jarecki-Black, Esq., Head of Patent Prosecution and Litigations, Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health

16:30 AI AND THE SHIFTING LIFE SCIENCE LANDSCAPE
 Data generation is accelerating daily. Combined with AI, robotics and IoT, this undoubtedly is driving disruption in the 
life science and healthcare landscape. As such, this unique quartet is enabling the sectors to build new business models 
for the future, revolutionising how medical treatments and other products are discovered, developed, produced, 
delivered and communicated to their end-users globally. In this unique talk from CEO of COGNEDT, Rahela, attendees 
will explore:
• Why the life science industry is ripe for digital transformation
• The inherent challenges and opportunities of AI, robotics, IoT and data
• What these changes will mean for lawmakers, standards organisations, law firms and in-house counsels
Rahela Penovski, CEO, COGNEDT

17:00 CHAIRMAN’S CLOSING THOUGHTS & NETWORKING DRINKS

17:05 END OF CONFERENCE DAY ONE

CLOSING 
KEYNOTE
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08:00 REGISTRATION AND WELCOME COFFEE

08:50 WELCOME SPEECH AND CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS
 Dr. Sven J.R. Bostyn , Lic.Jur., LLM, PHD, Associate Professor of Biomedical Innovation Law, Center for Advanced 
Studies in Biomedical Innovation Law (CeBIL)

09:00 PATENT INFRINGEMENT AND SECOND MEDICAL USE CLAIMS: A PROBLEM THAT IS NOT A PROBLEM?
 Courts across Europe have struggled with the question of patent infringement of second medical use claims. A solution 
is in fact not that difficult and is at hand, but it will require involvement of the legislator. Dr. Sven Bostyn will address this 
issue, exploring:
• Second medical use claims and patent infringement
• Legal uncertainty across Europe
• How this effects both innovators and generic companies
• A solution that will remove the majority of the uncertainty
 Dr. Sven J.R. Bostyn , Lic.Jur., LLM, PHD, Associate Professor of Biomedical Innovation Law, Center for Advanced 
Studies in Biomedical Innovation Law (CeBIL)

09:30 WHEN ALL COMES TOGETHER: CHANGE THE WAY OF SEARCHING PRIOR-ART IN LIFE SCIENCE
 Orbit BioSequence is the only software platform that allows IPR professionals to do sequence searching in a fully 
featured patent platform. It is entirely made for IP searchers and allows you to see sequence alignments in a patent and 
family context.
Denis Bayada of Questel and the creator of Orbit BioSequence will discuss how his solution can combine and analyse:
• Sequence searches
• Small molecule searches
• Text, concepts and legal status searches
Denis Bayada, Product Manager Orbit BioSequence, Questel
Fabienne Persijn, Key Account Manager, Questel

10:00 WHAT THE NEW SPC WAIVER REGULATION (EU) 2019/933 MEANS FOR THE LIFE SCIENCE INDUSTRY
 A supplementary protection certificate (“SPC”) is a sui generis intellectual property right under EU law that extends the 
protection of patented active ingredients present in a pharmaceutical or plant protection product for up to 5 years (or in 
some cases 5 ½ years) after the expiry of the patent. SPCs are intended to enable owners of pharmaceutical and plant 
protection patents to obtain a reasonable return on their investment in developing their products. They make up for the 
loss of opportunity for such patentees to exploit their monopolies while awaiting marketing authorisation and product 
licenses.
This session will:
• Consider the regulations and the differences of their implementations across the globe
• Discuss SPC in the UK post-Brexit, including a look at the Unitary Patent Agreement and the effect of reg. 2019/933
Jane Lambert QC, Barrister, 4-5 Gray’s Inn Square

10:30 MORNING BREAK AND NETWORKING

11:00 PANEL: EFFECTIVELY MANAGING AN IP PORTFOLIO: COMMERCIALISATION STRATEGIES
 This panel will address the challenges of developing a patent portfolio in an era of lengthier product development 
timelines, more stringent patent office processes and increasing competition. Our panel will discuss:
• Real-world examples of creative patent commercialisation
• Outside of the box ideas and theories for commercialisation strategies
• What is and is not feasible in the commercial realm
Harriet Strimpel, Chief IP Counsel, New England Biolabs
Susan Dunn, Founder, Harbour Litigation Funding Ltd
Dr. Guido Pontremoli, Corporate IP Patent Director, Chiesi

12:00 LESSONS LEARNED FROM A FUNDER OF IP LITIGATION
 Harbour Litigation’s funds (which now amount to £750 million) have financed over 150 claims globally. They are the 
experts in funding IP cases. In this presentation, Susan Dunn, Founder of Harbour will discuss:
• How to get a case funded and typical terms for funded parties
• How to value your claim
• Specific issues when litigating in the UK, Germany and the US
Susan Dunn, Founder, Harbour Litigation Funding Ltd
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12:30 NETWORKING LUNCH

13:30  PATENT ENFORCEMENT STRENGTH IN 52 COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE: IMPLICATIONS FOR YOUR PATENT FILING 
LITIGATION STRATEGIES
 The strength and effectiveness of patent enforcement in a country is one of the aspects considered when developing 
your patent filing and litigation strategies. Nikolaos will be discuss:
• The latest assessment of the levels of patent enforcement strength in 52 countries worldwide
• Identifying countries where you should anticipate that the enforcement of your patents is likely to be problematic
•  Understanding which countries could be earmarked or dropped out of patent filing and renewing decisions, from the

perspective of patent enforcement strength
• If you should be enforcing your patents in China?
Nikolaos Papageorgiadis, Senior Lecturer, University of Liverpool

14:00 INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION GROUPS

15:00 SUMMARY SESSION
 To conclude our event, our chairperson will be hosting a wind-down session to reflect on the insights gleaned 
throughout the course of the previous two days.
 The session will focus on the tangible takeaways from the conference. This session will be aided by audience 
participation, allowing the attendees to share what they have found most useful and insightful that they will go on to 
apply to their IP strategy.
 Dr. Sven J.R. Bostyn , Lic.Jur., LLM, PHD, Associate Professor of Biomedical Innovation Law, Center for Advanced 
Studies in Biomedical Innovation Law (CeBIL)

15:30 CHAIRMAN’S CLOSING THOUGHTS & NETWORKING DRINKS

15:35 CLOSE OF CONFERENCE

“It was really good for me to keep 
up to date in the latest development 
within IP which I cannot follow on a 
daily bases due to my various role in 
my company”  
Discovery Chemistry and Intellectual Property Manager, Destiny 
Pharma plc

“Great for networking. 
Would be helpful to 
have a list of attendees 
in advance to plan who 
I would seek out during 
breaks”
VP, IP Business Strategy, Stryker

Collaboration 
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counsel and 
external firms 
for effective IP 

strategy
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on your side

Alternative 
dispute 

resolutions

Worldwide 
lawmakers aren’t 

keeping up with the 
rate of life science 

R&D – what  
can we do?

The collision of 
IP, anti-trust and 
competition law

Finding IP 
agreement in 
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between academics 
and business 
during R&D
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